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The Story of GCCI
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Our Forerunner - Great Commission Theological Seminary (GCTS)
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In 1988, Revs. Eddie Lo and Fred Cheung felt the need of
training bi-cultural pastors for North American Chinese churches.
They shared their concern with Rev. Thomas Wang who just moved
to south California. Rev. Wang agreed with their observation and
encouraged them to proceed. The Great Commission Theological
Seminary (GCTS) was formally registered in California in February,
1989. However, as both pastors were busy with ministries of their
churches, preparation for the Seminary was set aside.

In September of 1989, Rev. Wang retired from the Lausanne
Movement. Revs. Lo and Cheung invited Rev. Wang to assume the
leadership. Rev. Wang made it clear that he could only help for
one or two years until both of them found their pastoral successors.
Thus, preparation work for GCTS formally started in 1990 and the
first class was offered in September, 1990.
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Rev. Wang did not give up his vision for global
mission. He started mission works in the Former
Soviet Union and Eastern European countries
after their opening up. Besides the evangelistic
excursion in 18 cities along the Ob’ river of Siberia,
he helped organize the New Eastern Europe for
Christ Conference in Czech Republic (1991), The
Commonwealth of Independent States for Christ in
Latvia (1992), and evangelistic meetings and pastoral
training in Vladivostok, Khabarovsk and Magadan etc.
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Rev. Wang’s burden for global mission grew as the post-Communist world getting relaxed. It
became impossible for him to take care of both. Unfortunately, no one was willing to take over the
Seminary. As a result, GCTS was evolved into Great Commission Center International (GCCI) in
1993.

Although there was only one graduating class from GCTS, all students were trained to have a
heart for mission as they were required to participate in mission works in the Former Soviet Union or
eastern European countries. Some of them are still serving on various mission fields.
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Evangelistic Ministries in the Former Soviet Union
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GCCI focused her ministries on the Former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe at its beginning.
Although no one on GCCI staff spoke Russia, God provided us with very good interpreters. We started
our ministries from Russia to Ukraine, and Belarus. These countries had been under atheist government
for 70 years, hollow souls were panting for the Truth. We rented People’s Halls, university auditorium,
and old churches to hold meetings for these hungry souls. We were not afraid to preach in open spaces.
In just two to three years, about 15,000 people came to the Lord.
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God also opened the doors of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
and Uzbekistan for us. The people of these Islamic dominant
Central Asian countries were rather resistant to the gospel.
However, God led some American and Korean missionaries to
help us break the ice.

During those days, Chinese people were still in fear of
going to the Former Soviet Union. In addition, not many
Chinese spoké Russian, so we could only ask American and
Korean mission age‘ncie or churches to follow-up what we
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Evangelization Movement in the Himalayan Region
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Following the meeting between Dr. Cindy Perry and Rev. Wang at the Urbana Conference
in 1993, GCCI was invited to organize the first training for Nepali churches in 1994 after the
country opened up in 1991. Very excited and inspired, Nepali church leaders formed a National
Coordinating Committee and conducted follow-up conferences in different regions. In the 1996
and 1998 Himalayan Conference of Evangelism (HIMCOE), there were participants from Bhutan,
Sikkim, Darjeeling, Nagaland and even Tibet. They adopted “Himalayan People, Missionary
People” as their motto/goal and encouraged churches coming together to evangelize the entire
Himalayan regions. Today, this Nepali evangelistic initiative has become a mission movement
among Nepali within and outside of Nepal.
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Serving the Eastern European Churches
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During the preparation of “New Eastern Europe for
Christ” conference, we learned that Protestant churches in
this region were under the shadow of the dominant Orthodox
or Catholic churches, and pastors were in need of training or
stimulation. In May, 1996 we helped churches in Hungary to
hold a Revival Conference to encourage cooperation among
denominations for national evangelization. In September the
same year, we helped organized a Balkan Mission Conference
in Belgrade, Serbia to call for Christian unity across the
boundaries of denominations and ethnicities. There was also
a plea to further the reconciliation among different Balkan
people groups ushering in some hope for the broken world.
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Not Forgetting Overseas Chinese
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Back in 1992, we met a group of Chinese peddlers at the
open market in Vladivostok. They were open to talk with us
and told us that there were some 100,000 Chinese peddlers,
merchants and students in several large cities as Vladivostok,
Khabarovsk and Ussurijsk. Since God brought the Chinese
to us, how could we ignore them? Thus, the Khabarovsk
Chinese Church was established in June 1993. It was the first
Chinese Church in the Former Soviet Union after its break-
up. We invited CCM-USA to shepherd this new-born church.
Unfortunately, it could not continue after several months.

Thereafter, wherever we went if there were Chinese, we
would organize special seminars, evangelistic meetings for
them. Of course, some places such as Ukraine and Belarus,
there might not be enough Chinese converts or seekers to form
churches, but, by the grace of God we did establish Chinese
churches in Moscow and St. Petersburg in April of 1994,
These two churches later were adopted by the Global Life
Enrichment Center and First Evangelical Church Association
respectively. Houston Chinese Church also adopted the
Chinese fellowship in Almaty, Kazakhstan.
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Meeting First Time a Muslim People Group
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In 1995, we met a group of so called “Dungan” people
in Kazakhstan. Their ancestors were the survivors of the so-
called “Hui people rebellion in the 1880’s”. They live an
agricultural communal life-style and keep the customs of
their ancestors to this day in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.
They seldom had contact with outside world, and became a
marginal people. However, they were excited in meeting us,

asking for help - o ,L

' in community BUERTABEEERAESAOMAE EEH
development. So, we organized professional teams
(medical, education, agriculture and engineering) to

serve this group. It was estimated over 100 people went

and rendered their services to the Dungan people from

1995 to 1999. In 1999, we passed this mission field to

" Luke Medical Mission of Taiwan. They registered a
non-profit organization in the USA under the name of

Luke Service International and broadened their service

to non-Dungan people in Kyrgyzstan till this day.
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Ministries among Chinese Scholars in North America
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Numbers of Chinese students to North America grew
rapidly since the end of 1980s. Because of their upbringing,
they did not want to associate with Christianity and churches.
However, after the “June 4th incident” of 1989, their sentiment
changed and became more open to Christianity. Also a large
number of them got permanent residency in North America.
Chinese churches began to reap harvest among these elites.
To help them learn about the Bible and reform their value
system and moral behavior from atheistic ideology, GCCI
in cooperation with 3 other organizations conducted annual
“Overseas Chinese Scholars Discipleship Seminars” around
Christmas time. Dozens of participants dedicated themselves |
for full-time service and enrolled in Seminaries. When some »
of these Chinese scholars could hold their own training, we LM IS E1TAI P BB S5
concluded this ministry in 2003.
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Overseas Chinese Blue-Collar Workers

10984F » SUEBLACTHERE BN B IAeR s
KRR EACT LA TR - IR - AT -
S 10900 RIS V¥
O R T e R R —"
T T » AR - e ATRERREb 025 T =
PRt » AT T T . [ fr

B SCHT S TR T - 200147 » e ﬁ &ﬁ""“”“” ;
(KRG - TR TR0 oo » a7 (et [ 3 M A S
FERITARELLIRIY M ABIEE - ZERIISIT » 20004F2 1K) 50 ' Yy
R ATRG )+ TR VA TR - 1R

BRI » {EEES S TE E T B2 T Bt
oG ~ FSRIRVALS) - SEANEAPIBIRE - RS
AR AR T - LT BT G SRR - HFFIEA
FEHE 200262 H IERRT -

20036 » M A EE ARG FEE AR - 1
RN BRI T 5 TIEAS o Wl A B @ A

BE T B R beaE NBELNRER: o KRR OAERE s T/E b
Y EWET MHEE—RIERER

=
R

God also called us to serve the blue-collar workers from China.

We received a Macedonian call from Rev. Ying-Kang Hsieh, he told
us there were thousands of blue-collar Chinese workers in the Pacific
Islands, and 20,000 female workers in Saipan alone. Through the two
{ mission conferences in Guam (1999) and Fiji (2001), plus the post-
| conference short-term trips, God called two couples staying behind to
- disciple the new converts, and one church adopted one factory site as
their mission field. After 2004, Chinese workers began to decrease,
ending this GCCI ministry.

Then, God opened the door of the Persian Gulf to us. Through
the arrangement of brother Hon-Ming Wong of Luxemburg, Rev.
Thomas Wang visited the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and the two
small Chinese fellowships in Abu Dhabi and Dubai for the first time in
2001. In February 2002, GCCI organized the first Persian Gulf Mission
Conference and led participants to visit Chinese shops and construction
camps and garment factories in UAE, Oman and Kuwait. All of us were
“ also surprised to learn that the International Churches in this region

were very mission-minded. Through the help of the senior pastor of the
International Evangelical Church of Dubai, the Dubai Chinese Church was established in 2002.

Responding to our invitation, the C&MA Mission Board of Canada sent a Chinese missionary
couple to pastor the newly established Dubai Chinese Church in 2003 and Richmond Hill Community
Christian Church also sent pastoral staff to help the Chinese fellowship in Abu Dhabi. Thus, GCCI could
turn her focus on other ministries.
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Reinforce the Mission Publication and Education Ministries
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We sensed that Chinese churches needed more mission education to deepen their commitment to
God and also broaden their global view. Therefore, in 2002 we adjusted the focus of our periodicals
towards mission trends and information. We also decided to expend resources to translate the two
major books that helped shape global mission progress of western churches, i.e. Operation World
and Perspectives on World Christian Movement: A Reader. The Chinese version of these two books
were published in 2003 and 2006 respectively.
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In order to encourage Chinese churches to include mission topics in their Sunday schools,
we also wrote two volumes of contextualized mission curriculum for the Chinese Church
based on the Chinese version of Perspectives on World Christian Movement: A Reader. The
two volumes were published in 2008 and 2012. A number of teacher training classes have been
conducted for churches.
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Since 2010 GCCI has been working with CCM-USA to hold annual “Cross-Cultural Mission
Preparation Camp” for those who are interested and planning to join cross-cultural missions. We
also conducted mission seminars for pastors, deacons and mission committee members.

In view of the shortage of missiology courses in most Chinese seminaries in North America
(especially in the SF Bay Area where GCCI is located), several co-workers in various mission
agencies who have advanced missiology degrees formed the Chinese Missiology Society. We
offered 3 to 4 missiology courses every year for Chinese seminarians, with GCCI serving as the
program coordinator.
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Return To God Movement
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In February 2004, GCCI in cooperation with the SF Bay
Area Ministerial Prayer Fellowship organized an Open Rally in £
SF to publicly announce the conviction of Chinese Christians on
“One Man + One Woman = Marriage.” Over 5,000 from 174
churches joined this Rally. People of other ethnicities also joined
in along the way. Seeing this huge voice of protest, the court
called on the SF Mayor to cease. In order to solidify publicly B
this marriage concept, several organizations in California called
for Constitution amendment to define marriage as one man, one
woman. GCCI joined the promotion of “Proposition 8” and
organized another Rally in Cupertino in support. Although the BET (BB BE
Proposition narrowly got passed, unfortunately the federal court ruled it unconstitutional.

We believe that the only way to change this trend is to call post-Christian countries to return to God.
Therefore, we advocated “Return to God Movement.” We published 500,000 copies of the booklet, American,
Return to God in 2005 and sent free to leaders in political, juridical, commercial, economical, and educational
arenas, as well as media and church
leaders. We also promoted “American
Return To God Prayer Movement” and
hold one to two prayer rallies every
year. After three years, we encouraged
this Prayer Movement to register as an
independent organization. They continue
to hold prayer rallies annually. We also
tried to encourage church leaders in
Canada and Great Britain to initiate similar
movement but without success.
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Forget Not the Root of our Faith, Reaching the Jews for Christ
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Jesus declared, “... for salvation is from the Jews.” (John 4:22)
However, there are only a very small percentage of today’s 14-million | : . i
Jews faithful to God and acknowledging Jesus Christ as their Messiah. B B FR
In view of the similarity of Jewish culture and Chinese culture, GCClencouraged the Chinese Church
to acknowledge the gospel need of the Jewish people. In one of the evening sessions of 2005 Mission
Mobilization Conference, the theme of “The Future of Israel” was expounded to promote Jewish mission,

Then, in the December 2007 issue of our Chinese magazine, we used “The Future of the Jews” as the
theme. Later, a series of “Mission to the Jews” conferences and seminars were held in USA, Hong Kong
and Macau from 2008 to 2012 in cooperation with several Jewish mission agencies.

During the celebration of GCCI’s 20th founding, “Mission to the Jews and Muslims Seminar” was
held in 2013 in San Francisco Bay Area. With closer affinity between
cultures and better historical friendlier relationships the Chinese are
in a more advantageous position to play an important role in mission
to these two peoples.
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Roma Missions
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When celebrated the 20th anniversary of GCCI, we felt that it was time to start
pioneer new mission fields again. God used three articles of Melody Wachsmuth to
touch our hearts about the Roma people (Gypsies) in Eastern Europe. Thanks for the
arrangement of a Serbia pastor, we went on the first fact-finding trip to Serbia and
Hungary in November 2013. We could not believe that there was such a large group
of unwelcomed people in Europe. They were in desperate need, both physical and spiritual. We were further
convinced that the Roma people needed the gospel after witnessing the drastic changes of their value system
when they became Christians. Therefore, we decided to organize a Roma for the Nations Consultation for Roam
Christian leaders, encouraging them to spread the gospel among their own people diligently, also inspiring the
Chinese Church to participate in Roma missions.

Before the closing of the 2014 Consultation,
we helped the Roma leaders to form a Follow-
Up Committee for more networking as well
as preparing for the 2016 Consultation. At the
beginning, they felt inadequate and timid to take
up the task. However, in the last three years, we
have witnessed their growth in self-confidence,
organization skills and evangelistic zeal. This

: : . Roma Networks has been running smoothly, not
20155 T{EFEIBZIRFE . BT E only organized and held the 2016 Consultation
successfully, but also conducted a Country Representative Meeting in March 2017. Their plan is to reach the
entire Europe through the Country Representatives. Since they are operating by themselves now, we feel
confident to pass the baton.
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On the other hand, we conducted two seminars on Reaching the Roma People in Eastern
Europe in 2015 and 2016 in Hungary and Greece mainly to encourage the Chinese Christians. We
also organized post-seminar mission trips to different countries for the participants to have first-hand
experience in Roma communities. There were over 50 people joining our summer service teams in
the last three years and some churches supported Roma pastors financially. We were so happy that the
short-tern mission teams in 2007 were organized by individual churches. And we are much encouraged
by the decision of Hungary Chinese Christian Church and the Global Life Enrichment Center for their
consideration for longer-term involvement in Roma missions.

It has been GCCI's policy that when other organizations or local people can take up the
responsibility of a certain ministry, it is time for us to pass the baton. There is no exception for Roma
missions.
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When GCCI was established in 1993, the
Chinese Church had very limited understanding and
involvement in cross-cultural mission. By the grace
of God, we labored in various cultural/ethnic groups,
hoping that through mission field transfer we could
® entice the Chinese churches into global mission.

GCCT’s International Board meeting in the spring
of 2007, all board members felt that in the past 24 years
GCCI had done her best to serve this generation, and
to achieve her mission; it is time for her to consider winding down
and pass the baton to a new generation. We believe that the tide for global
mission among Chinese churches will keep rising in the days ahead, and
God will raise up more mission organizations and Chinese missionaries
involving in cross-cultural mission. This is our prayer. May God’s will be
done!
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AnjInyitationitolSenve

By Jim & Sally Foote

In September of 1991, just after the Soviet Union had
dissolved, Dr. Thomas Wang, president of Great Commission
Theological Seminary, participated in an evangelistic boat
expedition in the Tyumen Region of Siberia. During this trip,
Dr. Wang experienced a tremendous positive response to the
presentation of the Gospel. He was convinced that God had
“opened the door” to Siberia and many Christian workers
were needed there for the harvest.

In October of 1991, Dr. Wang was the keynote speaker

at the annual missions conference at our home church -

Jim and Sally Foote(right) with Rev and Mrs Wang

Cornerstone Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Brighton,
Michigan. Dr. Wang reported that the fields were ripe for the harvest in Siberia and many other places
throughout the world but the workers were few. He challenged anyone in the audience who was ready to
respond to the need for workers in the harvest to come forward and make a public commitment to do so.

At that time our nest was empty and we had been wondering what to do with the rest of our lives. We had
been considering doing some kind of Christian work but nothing specific had materialized. We were both in
the sanctuary but not sitting together when Dr. Wang extended his challenge. We both independently had a
powerful feeling that God had just spoken to us through Dr. Wang and we felt compelled to go forward. We
met at the front of the sanctuary and along with several other couples we made a public commitment to do
something.

After the service, Dr. Wang spoke to us about what we might do and emphasized the need for workers
in Siberia. He said that he was going to return to Siberia in December and invited us to go with him. Our
first reaction was that no one in their right mind would voluntarily go to Siberia in December but we agreed
to pray about it. After much prayer and with strong encouragement from fellow Christians, we concluded
that Dr. Wang’s invitation was of the Lord and we agreed to go. This invitation to serve in Siberia was the
beginning of a ministry and an adventure with the Lord that was beyond our wildest dreams.

Here are some of our selected ministry milestones:

After we visited the Tyumen Region of Siberia with Dr. Wang in December, 1991, we attended the
Nations for Christ conference in Riga, Latvia with Dr. Wang in May, 1992. Following the conference, we
returned to Tyumen with Dr. Wang and then spent a month visiting cities in the region. And upon returning to
the US, we accepted the call to become missionaries and began the qualification process.

In 1994, we completed a missionary training program. In between, In 1993, we took the first short term
mission team to Tyumen in 1993.

We went through an intensive four month Russian language course, in1995, were commissioned as
missionaries, and took up residence in Tyumen.

With grace of God during 1996, the Cultural Educational Center was organized and legally registered.
The first Russian nationals joined the staff. Bible studies and other programs for children and adults were
initiated, and a Christian library was founded.

Footprints International (FPI) was organized in 1998 to support the ministry in Tyumen. A group of
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“Promise Keepers” visited Tyumen, and recovery programs were initiated, including AA, NA, and Alanon.

We became field directors for FPI in 1999, and the Camp Ark summer Christian camping program was
initiated.

The search began for a Russian speaking pastor to plant a church in Tyumen began in 1997. Finally God
sent Vladimir (Nadia) Chernyavsky to us from Ukraine to plant a church in 2000. Holy Trinity Presbyterian
Church was organized and legally registered. We also had the first American short term mission teams
participated in Camp Ark.

In 2001, Pilgrim Christian school was founded with the establishment of a building fund, and the search
for land began. But it was not until 2004 that the land was bought, and 2006 when the land privatization
process was completed.

The Tyumen Bible College began operation in 2002, and the Pregnancy Resource Center began operation
in 2004.

Control of Pilgrim Christian School was transferred to an independent board of directors in 2007. And
plans were completed for a community center building to house all of the FPI ministries, as well as providing
a facility for use by the Christian community in general. Construction of the building began in 2008. We also
celebrated the 10th year anniversary of the Recovery program.

The weather tight shell of the building was finished in 2009, and all FPI ministries moved in to the
building when the interior of level 1 of the building was completed in 2010. Holy Trinity Church celebrated
10th year anniversary in the building as well as the 1st annual Holy Trinity Church picnic.

Work began on the third level of the building in 2011. A summer internship program was initiated. Holy
Trinity Church had Christmas Worship service in the sanctuary of the new building.

In 2012, Dr. Wang returned to Cornerstone Church in Brighton, Michigan to participate in the annual
missions conference. He was also the keynote speaker at the 20 year reunion for people who had participated
in the ministry in Tyumen. As of that date, over 300 people had made over 400 visits to Tyumen to serve in
various capacities. Dr. Wang kicked off the program by reminding the over 100 people who attended that
the fields are still ripe for the harvest and the Great Commission is still in effect. Dr. Wang presented Jim
and Sally with a framed photo of himself, Rachel, Jim and Sally in Red Square taken in 1992. An English
speaking Bible study program was initiated in Tyumen.

Many high schools in and around Tyumen began in 2013 to invite the Director of the Pregnancy Resource
Center to present her seminar on ethics and morality from a Christian perspective. These seminars continue
to be very well received by students and parents.

An evangelistic music concert and dinner at the building in 2014:as very well attended, and construction
inside the building was essentially completed.

A new pastor for Holy Trinity Church was called and installed in 2015. The old library was moved to
the much larger new library on the second floor. The gathering room next to the library was furnished and
became very popular. Six more people completed the 28 course 5 year Bible college program. Work began
on the exterior main entryway.

Jim & Sally retired from the field in 2016. Our 25 year adventure with the Lord in Siberia was a fantastic
experience. We cannot imagine any greater pleasure in this life than to be used as a tool by our Lord to draw
someone to Himself and to be present when someone you have come to know and to love accepts Jesus as
their Lord and Savior.

For us this great adventure started with a crazy invitation to visit Siberia in December.
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by Cindy Perry

I first met Rev Thomas Wang
at an Urbana Conference in
the early 1990s, little knowing
the influence he would have
in my life, and among Nepali
and Himalayan churches over
the following two decades.
Out of that meeting Rev Wang
was welcomed to Kathmandu,
Nepal in 1994 by Rev Adon
Rongong, as guest speaker for a
pioneering cross-border Nepali
Christian leaders conference.

In the concluding Kathmandu
Declaration the vision was cast Cindy Perry (second from the Ie) introduced Rev. Wang to Nepal leaders

for extending the call for “the Gospel to every person and the church among every people” to the wider
Himalayan region — beyond Nepal itself. Rev Wang proposed to hold a Congress of Evangelism in the
Himalayas (as an extension of the AD2000 & Beyond Movement), which soon became known as HIM-
COE. With his encouragement and guidance a movement for evangelism and mission was birthed with
the first HIM-COE in 1996 held in Siliguri, North Bengal, under huge tents on the bare ground. Over
1500 church and Christian organization leaders from across the borders of Nepal, the Eastern Himalayas
and North-East India, both inter-denominationally and inter-ethnically (Nepali, Lepcha, Bhutia) were
gathered together for the first time under a common banner. A torch was ignited in their hearts, and they
went forth determined to take the Gospel back to every corner of Nepal and the Himalayas and among
Nepalis scattered throughout India, Sikkim and Bhutan.

The second major HIM-COE was held in 1998 in Darjeeling — this time to cast a further vision of
Nepali churches becoming missionary churches. Rev Wang was present again as an elder statesman and
guiding force to the national leaders. He personally followed the progress of the Torch Rally as over 50
young people marched 90 kilometers into the hills bearing torches and calling churches and Christians
all along the way to join this new movement, and stopping to encourage them along the way. Then as
the HIM-COE venue in Darjeeling reverberated with the cry of ‘Himali jati (peoples), Missionary jati’,
Dr Wang symbolically put the torch, which had been laboriously but triumphantly carried to this famous
hill station, into the hands of elderly foreign missionary guests — those who were early pioneers in
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the region — and they Passed the Torch on to the
younger generation Nepali leaders. It was more
than symbolism, it was indicative of a new wave of the
Spirit in the Himalayas, and of the Nepali-Himalayan
leaders fully ‘owning’ the vision. .

There were further waves of the HIM-COE [
movement which Rev Wang followed with great ‘
interest, and covered with prayer. Research
assistance and surveys concerning the Nepali
diaspora were also being carried out throughout this
time by Himalayan Ministries, with partial support
from GCCI. Then Rev Wang’s influence was felt
once again as HIM-COE morphed into HIM-GLO
(Himalayan Global Summit), which for the first time in 2009 brought together leaders from 16 countries
of the global Nepali-Himalayan diaspora in Pattaya, Thailand.

Two years later, in 2011, the 2nd HIM-GLO was held, this time in Hong Kong. And again the
Himalayan torch was passed on, this time from elder Nepali-Himalayan leaders to the next generation.
Although Rev Wang wasn’t able to be with us, I couldn’t help but reflect on how this tireless Chinese
follower and friend of Jesus had brought us full circle, back to the place of his own ministry beginnings.
That even as GCCI was established in the early 1990s to draw Chinese churches globally into mission,
his heart encompassed the Nepali and Himalayan churches as well. Almost in parallel with the incredible

growth of mission among and through Chinese churches, Nepali-Himalayan churches have also jumped
their borders going into over 100 countries around the world. Although many of the younger church
leaders today may not know his name, Rev Thomas Wang’s legacy lives on, in and through the lives of
the many his life has touched — the Himalayan torch for the Gospel has truly been passed on and is being
carried forward by a new generation.

A Testimony from Daya R. Pradhan, Founder/Director of Mission
Himalaya (founded in direct response to vision received in HIM-COE)

Rev. Thomas Wang was an angel sent from heaven for me to impart to me a special calling in my life.
He was a moving force behind the Him-COEs of different years in the Himalayan region. The message
the Lord sent through this special
man of God for me was, “You
may be a Presbyterian or you may
be a Pentecostal or Baptist, but
we are one in Christ for the sake
of the Gospel,” and, “Reach the
unreachables.” These may seem
to be simple statements for many
people, but this was life-changing

for many of us, and became the
core of my ministry and life.

In the process, I should not
. Wi Key leaders of HIM-COE, Daya R. Pradhan (first at the left),
forget Dr. Chi-Hok Wong, one of Adon Rongong (third from the left)
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Rev Wang’s disciples in the past at GCCI. Chi-Hok gave me a wider understanding of partnership in the
Gospel, and opened his arms to connect and guide a novice evangelist like me to start a new ministry with
the Nepali-speaking churches, first in Sikkim and North Bengal, and into North-East India. Now the Lord
of the harvest has enlarged our reach among Nepali-speaking churches in different nations. Wherever I
go around the world my motivation became “We Are One in Christ,” and like a drum-beat the theme of
“Himalayan People Missionary People.” I am happy that now Nepali-speaking churches are growing as
a strong mission force rather than a meagre mission field. The Nepali churches have become one of the
fastest growing churches in the world. This is part of the legacy in the Himalayas of Rev Thomas Wang.

Rev. Wang had a father’s heart towards the leaders throughout the Himalayas, rather than a worldly
chairman’s heart. 1 will never forget this elder gentleman crossing the busy street of Shillong in India,
just to give me $20 to have coffee with my group on my way back home (Sikkim) from NEI-Congress of
Evangelism.

I also remember him taking time with Dr. Cindy Perry to meet with the young torch-bearers (who
had walked fifty miles) on the way to Darjeeling from Siliguri. These torch-bearers had walked the steep
Himalayan hills asking the oil of partnership and unity among churches. Rev Wang commented, “This

12

torch should be seen by the churches all over the world!” His heart burned for unity and healing in the
broken body of Christ. Rev Wang is a real visionary for the Kingdom of God, and communicated that
vision to many of us.

I wish him a good health. May God continue to use him even in his weak and frail body. And may his
legacy be a channel of blessings to many more different nations and tribes even as He has used him in the

past.

A Message of Thanks from Rev Adon Rongong, Chairperson of HIM-COE
& HimGlo Movements

Dear Rev. Dr. Wang,

It has been a great privilege to know you and to be able to spend some time with you working together
in the field of evangelism among the Nepali-speaking people. You have been a great inspiration and a
model in my life. You are someone who has contributed a lot for the sake of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

Now there are around four million Nepali Christians and several thousand Nepali churches all over
the world, and you and GCCI have been a great influence to advance the vision for evangelizing and
mission to the rest of the world. It is not only among the Nepali people themselves, but now the Nepalese
Christians are becoming instrumental to reach out to other ethnics and nationals. The new generation
may or may not realize this, but a major impact in this direction was made by the Himalayan Congress
of Evangelism (HIM-COE), which vision was imparted by you, and which the Nepali Christian world
cannot forget.

May our God continue to bless the new generation as they continue the task till the Lord comes.

Thank you for your great contribution towards the Nepali-speaking Church globally!

(Dr. Cindy Perry is the former Int’l Coordinator for HIM-COE and HIM-GLO; currently South Asia
Regional Director, Development Associates Int’l)
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ChinesefandiRomaz A¥orowing
partnershipiinimission

By Melody J. Wachsmuth

In the span of time between
2013 to the present, surprising new
relationships have been forged
between Chinese Christians and
Roma Christians. The Roma, a term
designating related groups of people

GCCl leadership met Melody Wachsmuth in Apatin, Serbia

who may share a common language,

cultural traditions, and common experience, number about 10-12 million in Europe alone, but are also
numerous in places like North and South America. Because of complex historical and socio-cultural
reasons, they remain largely marginalized and living in impoverished conditions through much of Europe.
At the same time, in the last few decades there has been a tremendous spreading of Christianity among
the Roma in places like France, Spain, Bulgaria, and Romania—and this story has largely been unknown
to the rest of the Christian world.

The involvement between GCCI and Roma ministries is so strange and unexpected that only
God could have orchestrated it. Dr. Sharon Chan read her first article on the Roma in May of 2013.
Immediately, she felt moved in her spirit, but did nothing until she happened upon a second article by
the same author shortly thereafter. Asking her colleagues to pray, she approached Dr. Thomas Wang for
advice, and he encouraged her to follow this leading.

In the next few months, Sharon Chan took a number of steps to explore this idea, and each step
required an act of faith. First, she wrote the author of the articles, Melody Wachsmuth, to ask for
permission to translate them into Chinese. She then held a prayer meeting in Hong Kong for the Roma.
Next, she began to plan a scouting trip to see the situation for herself among the Roma in Eastern Europe.
However, not having a contact there presented a problem until a member of the Hong Kong Board
connected her with Viktor Sabo, a respected pastor in Serbia who had been working with the Roma for
years.

That first trip consisted of only five people, and they visited five cities in Serbia, as well as a Roma
mission in Hungary. It was one thing to read about the Roma, but it was another thing to be on the
ground experiencing the vibrancy of Roma hospitality set against the poverty. While the team was in
Apatin, Serbia, another unexpected event happened. A leadership team from a small Roma church next
door in Croatia came to fellowship with the Chinese visitors. To the surprise of everyone there, one of the
visitors was Melody Wachsmuth, with whom Sharon had connected to months before! This seemed to
everyone like it was an ordained appointment, and Thomas Wang and Sharon Chan shared their vision of
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wanting to host a conference that would serve as a platform to bring Roma leaders together from all over
Europe. Melody Wachsmuth agreed to help them in their vision.

Outside of the Roma leaders the team had just met in Serbia and Hungary, GCCI was unknown to
any other Roma leaders or churches—and so Sharon decided to embark on a journey through Eastern
Europe that would allow her to connect with Roma leaders and share the vision.

In April of 2014, Sharon and her colleague traveled through eight different countries, guided first
by Melody Wachsmuth and then handed off to Nina Vujié, one of the church leaders in Darda, Croatia.
Many connections were made, and there was excitement, skepticism and bemusement as to the idea of
this possible connection between Chinese and Roma.

Despite the skepticism, the vision went forward with much prayer and determination. As the date of the
conference approached in September 2014, there were many logistical and programmatical challenges. There
were over eight languages to navigate, a number of speakers dropped out at the last moment, and there were
financial challenges. In the end, however, one hundred Roma Christian leaders, thirty mission leaders, and
missionaries all coming from 15 countries took part in the Consultation in Budapest, Hungary.

During the conference, many felt that God was doing something, that there seemed to be a momentum
happening through people connecting to each other, listening to each other, and thinking about the future
together. People expressed the desire to have another conference in the future. Because of this, in consultation
with GCCI and a handful of other local and international Christian leaders, a committee of six was formed,
including three Roma and three non-Roma, hailing from six different countries.

Under Nina Vuji¢’s leadership, the committee decided
it did not want to just plan conferences, but become a
platform for connection, networking, and research “for the
sake of sharing the gospel and seeing the transformation in
Roma communities throughout Europe.” Since that time,
Roma Networks, as it came to be called, spent two years
researching and connecting with various Roma missions,
churches, organizations and communities throughout
Europe. They planned a 2nd European Conference
for September of 2016, in which 190 Roma and non-
Roma leaders assembled from 29 countries. During that
conference, 44 country representatives were elected, and in .
March 2017, a meeting was held to share information and Melody introduced Sharon to Roma pastor in Serbia
equip these representatives to expand the network.

Although GCCI “passed the baton” to Roma Networks, their vision remained to help the Chinese Church to
catch the vision for serving the Roma and to partner with Roma leaders. This is a slow process, but it is gaining

momentum through prayer, publications, and ongoing events. In 2015 and 2016, Sharon organized a meeting
for Chinese Churches in Budapest, Hungary and Thessaloniki, Greece to continue sharing information and
building rapport between Chinese Christian leaders and Roma Networks. Chinese Christians have also taken
various exposure trips into Roma communities in Hungary, Romania, Serbia, Albania, Greece, and Macedonia
so that Chinese leaders can experience the realities firsthand.

The story is far from over—but now Chinese Churches in the USA, Canada, Hong Kong, and in
Eastern Europe have shown interest and begun taking steps towards learning how they can partner
with Roma leaders. As God is writing this unlikely story, many hope that more will become involved,
relationships will be formed and strengthened, and the gospel and transformation will continue growing
amongst the Roma in Europe and beyond.
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